Bowes human melanoma cell line. An immunocytochemical study.
Bowes human melanoma cell line was investigated immunocytochemically to localize S-100 protein, HMB-45 and intermediate filament proteins. The majority of the cells showed strong positive staining with antibodies directed against S-100 protein, HMB-45 and vimentin filaments. Antibodies directed against the other cytoskeletal proteins failed to show any reactivity. These findings suggest that this transformed cell line does not dedifferentiate in culture and continues to express the specific antigens of human melanoma cells. Thus, Bowes cell line provides a useful model for studying the cellular biology and pathology of malignant melanoma.